
Seneca Valley Girls Lacrosse 
Booster Meeting Minutes from September 7, 2016 

In Attendance:  Steve Salvatore, Charlene Martin, Eileen Podolec, Kathleen Sinan, Richard Hanks, Donna 
Latsko, Katie Smolter, Eric Clakeley, Erin McClintock, Lou Martin, Erin Meredith, Andrea Reiterman, Debbie 
Walker, Michelle Podlaski, P.J. Foley, Shelley Leech, and Joanna Listwak. (Note that upon arrival our meeting 
location was changed from the Haine Middle School cafeteria to the Haine Middle School library.) 
  
Call to Order & Welcome - Donna Latsko:   7:05 p.m.   

Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes as Distributed - Joanna Listwak:  May 2016  - Approved. 

Treasurer’s Report - Richard Hanks: The 2016-2017 budget was distributed and reviewed. 

Youth & Middle School Club Report - Elise Dreakford:  Not present.  However, Richard Hanks reported that 
enough youth and middle school players are interested in playing in the Hope for the Cure tournament at RMU on 
October 24th, enough to field 2-3 teams. 

Varsity/JV Report - Head Coach Katie Smolter:  The coaches, along with Senior, Julia Byers, will be running 
youth Fall Ball (for Grades 3-8) every Monday night starting next week, September 12th, from 5:30-7:00pm, on 
the new Soccer/Lacrosse turf field at the SV secondary campus.  Any high school players that would like to 
volunteer can just show up at the field, and Coach Smolter will sign off for your volunteer hours. 

An email was recently sent out to the players by Coach Smolter soliciting interest for participation in an October 
15th tournament at Bethel Park HS, and the Winners Edge indoor fall session at the Iceoplex in Southpointe (Nov-
Dec).  Any players interested should email Coach Smolter directly, no later than September 16th. 

The school district is unable to reimburse us for the $400 registration fee being invoiced to us by KSA (our 
Orlando trip travel agent).  

All high school practices will be held on the new Soccer/Lacrosse turf facility, which is beautiful!  Coach Smolter 
received a tentative spring 2017 game schedule, and all section games will be played mostly on Mondays and 
Wednesdays beginning on March 24th, and there are no Saturday games.  Note this is opposite last season when 
most of our games were played on Tuesdays and Thursdays!  Sections have been re-aligned - Pine Richland, 
Sewickley Academy, Shaler, Butler & North Hills are now in our section.  We will also play Fox Chapel, Mars 
and Knoch for our non-section games.  

Committee Reports:  A huge thank you to all of the parents who have volunteered so far for committees this 
year! 

 a.  Homecoming Booth - Debbie Walker & Shelley Leech: Debbie reported the Homecoming parade is 
September 29th, we secured a booth, and chef Bob Malone has graciously volunteered to cook up his famous 
pasta dishes again!  She will send an email out soon asking for food donations (buffalo chicken dip, fresh fruit w/ 
whipped cream, coffee, Gatorade, and pop) as well as parent volunteers to work for a few hours.  Erin Meredith 
volunteered to get the supply chest key, and take an inventory this coming weekend of what supplies we have left 
over from last spring season in the concession stand.  The committee wanted to set up an electronic sharp shooter 
game to attract attention to our booth, but we are not allowed per the Athletic Office.  The committee is looking 
for other suggestions to help attract attention to our booth.  Coach Smolter will contact Joe, our bus driver, to see 
if we can borrow his SV Girls Lacrosse banner to use for decorations. 



b.  Spring Training Trip - Eileen Podolec:  Have 15 girls and 2 coaches confirmed to go.  The room 
arrangements have been reconfigured, trip insurance has been added, and flight reservations are currently 
underway.  The total cost per player is still estimated to be $1,300-$1,400.  It was noted that the trip insurance 
allows for cancellation up to 72 hours before trip departure, and covers only the land portion of the trip cost, not 
airfare.  Also noted that if airfares go down after our reservation are made, we will get the lower fare.  If any new 
players would like to go on the trip, there is still time so let us know now!  The final 2 payment due dates have 
been changed to October 1st ($300 due) and December 1st (remaining balance TBD).  Eileen will work with the 
Fundraising Committee and Sponsorship Administrator so that players’ individual fundraising account funds can 
be used to pay for the last 2 trip payments. 

c. Fundraising - Shelley Leech & Debbie Walker:  Want to focus on having enough fundraisers this fall so that 
players can use their monies raised to pay for their remaining 2 trip payments (due October 1 & December 1).  
Details regarding a Sarris Candy fundraiser were presented, and will be emailed out to the club as soon as Shelley 
obtains approval from the SV Athletic Director.  Players will be able to sell both single chocolate candy bars for 
$1 each as well as chocolate-covered pretzel rod 2-packs for $2 each, and earn 40% profit for their individual 
account.  A sample order form was distributed. 

Several ideas for a Steeler/Pens game raffle ticket fundraiser were discussed.  Richard Hanks is currently trying to 
get 2 tickets for a December or January Pens game, and Kathleen Sinan will try to get a business to donate 2 
tickets to a Steeler game in return for some sponsorship advertising.  Shelley already has one restaurant gift card 
that was donated to put with the Steeler and Pens games prize package.  She would like to have the details 
finalized and the raffle tickets printed in time to hand out at the next booster meeting on October 5th. 

P.J. Foley suggested that we do a “team day at Ritas Italian Ice” fundraiser where a percentage of Rita’s sales 
would be donated to our club (much like the Anthony’s fundraiser last season).  Also suggested that the club 
check with other restaurants such as Buffalo Wild Wings and North Park Lounge to do similar fundraisers for us, 
perhaps held on an evening after a fall ball session. 

Any other fundraising ideas are welcomed, as we continually evaluate opportunities to make money in the future. 

d.  Sponsorship Program Administrator - Joanna Listwak:  Like we did back in the fall of 2014, we are opening 
up the sponsorship program early so that players going on the spring training trip to Orlando have an opportunity 
to use 50% of their sponsorship collections towards their last 2 trip installment payments.  Their are no changes to 
the program this year, and it’s already been approved by Heather Lewis, A.D.  A detailed email will be sent out to 
the players and parents this weekend.  Some helpful selling tips were shared.  It was stressed that in order for us to 
prepare all of our advertising materials in time for the spring lacrosse season, the deadline for sponsors to submit 
everything (i.e.. Sponsorship Form, logo and check) is March 15, 2017.  However, if players would like to use this 
fundraiser to help pay for their trip, they will have to collect from their sponsors before the October 1 or 
December 1 trip installment payment dates. 

e.  Apparel - Kristin Hanks:  not present.  Richard Hanks reported that we need more player backpacks ASAP.  
Coach Smolter would like to get the black Under Armor brand and will check with her UA contact.  Steve 
Salvatore will also ask Dicks Sporting Goods if they will lower the minimum order quantity for us.  We also need 
more practice pinnies, and Coach Smolter will talk to Heather Lewis, AD about ordering these. 

f.  Yard Signs - PJ Foley:  We will sell yard signs this year to any player who wants one for $20. 

g.  Concession Stand - Kristen Valeri & Shelley Leech:  Shelley indicated she may need more help with the 
concession stand during the spring season, especially given all of the other fundraisers that she is working on for 
the club. 



h.  Game Announcers & Spotters - Donna Latsko, Debbie Walker, Dino DeFabbo, Jeff Listwak.  No report. 

i.  Stats Keepers - Gary McClintock & Brian Podolec:   No report.  

j.  Game Video -  Eileen Podolec:  No report.  

k.  Photographer & Banquet Video - Jeff Reiterman, Bill Foley, & Jayme Meredith: No report. 

l.  V/JV Team Parents - Eileen Podolec, Liz Welsh, Erin Meredith & PJ Foley:  No report.  

m. Game Day Sponsor Board -  OPEN position 

n.  Game Day Programs - Kristen Valeri: No report. 

o.  Picture Day - Liz Welsh: No report. 

p.  Team Community Poster - OPEN position 

q.  Webmaster - Steve Salvatore: Is in the process of updating our website.  Elise Dreakford will email Steve the 
2016 team photos for the 3rd/4th Grade, 5th/6th Grade, and 7/8 Middle School teams.  The Shutterfly account link 
is being added so that it can be accessed directly from our website.   

r.  Senior Night - Debbie Walker: No report. 

s.  V/JV Banquet - Liz Welsh, Karen Byers: No report. However, meeting attendees discussed the timeline of 
determining a banquet date and reserving a facility.  Coaches Smolter and Clakeley informed everyone that May 
4th will most likely be Senior Night (last home game), May 10th is our last section game, May 15th would be a 
perfect night for the banquet, and May 17-19 will most likely be the first round of WPIAL playoffs.  More 
discussions will take place regarding this at the next booster meeting. 

Old Business:  Donna Latsko requested an update from the Fundraising Committee on the 2 summer carwashes 
held.  Players that participated made anywhere from $40-$65 per carwash for their individual account, depending 
on how many shifts they worked. It was very hard to get volunteers at times, and our location was not optimal like 
the Marathon gas station was in the past.  It was noted that Marathon must be contacted a year in advance in order 
to use their property. If there is enough interest by at least 10 players and parents, one last carwash could probably 
be held at either Revolution Physical Therapy or the Cranberry Sports Grille this month. 

New Business: Donna Latsko mentioned that if anyone needs anything from last season (e.g. documents, 
electronic files, etc.) to let her know. 

A huge thanks to everyone that attended our first “kick off” meeting!  It was fantastic to have so many 
parents willing to help support our team.  We can always use more help, so if you have any talents and/or 
time that you can give, please let us know! 

Meeting Adjourned:  8:20pm 

Next Meeting:  Wednesday, October 5, 2016 — 7:00pm in the Haine Middle School cafeteria 

Minutes submitted by:  Joanna Listwak, Secretary/Communications


